A primer on gallstones.
Gallstones may now be diagnosed by means of duodenal bile analysis, ultrasonography, oral cholecystography, cholescintigraphy, and cholecystography during endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography. Dissolution or removal of stones can be achieved with oral pharmacotherapy with bile acid derivatives, extracorporeal shock wave lithotripsy, infusion of either methyl tertbutyl ether or monooctanoin (Moctanin), percutaneous transhepatic removal, endoscopic sphincterotomy, or the traditional surgical procedure, cholecystectomy.